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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 
09/422.654 



ApplicSS[s) 



Matthews et al 



Examiner 



Huynh-Ba 



Art Unit 

2173 




TTie MAiLING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

I MONTH(S) FROM 



Period for Reply ^ ^ 
A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will 

be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this 

communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
Status 

1 ) H Responsive to communication(s) filed on Jur) 28. 2001 ^ 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 



2b) K This action is non-final. 



3) □ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu9J?l/S35 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

4)K Claim(s) 40-48 



is/are pending in the applica 



4a) Of the above, claim(s) . 
5)0 Claim(s)___ 



6) K Claim(s) 40-48 

7) 0 Claim(s) 

8) 0 Claims 



is/are withdrawn from considers 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction and/or election requirem 



Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on „ 



is/are objected to by the Examiner.. 
is: aP approved b)Pdisapproved. 



11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on „ 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

13) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d). 
a)n All b) □ Some* c) CNoneof: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14)0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 



Attachment(s) 

15) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

16) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

17) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). , 



18) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

19) □ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

20) □ Other: 




U. S. Patent and TrademarV Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 9-00) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 7 
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Art Unit: 2173 



DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Prosecution Application 



1 . The request filed on 6/28/01 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) under 37 
CFR 1 .53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/422,654 is acceptable and a CPA has been 
established. An action on the CPA follows. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 40-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US patent 
#5,463,727 (Wiggins et al). 

- As for claims 40, 43, 46: Wiggins et al teach a computer implemented system and 
corresponding method for highlighting a current selection comprising: 

a storage for storing a main menu comprising a list of menu options (inherently included in 
microcomputer 40), 

a display for displaying the main menu, each menu option in the main menu resides in a 
shape, one of the menu options being the current selection (figure 1), 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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means for determine a cxutent selection in the main menu (e.g., object that received a 
mouse cUck) for enlarging the size of the shape, and for controlling the display to display the 
enlarged shape surrounding the current selection (col. 3, lines 19-33). 

Wiggins et al fail to clearly teach that the main menu options is displayed in response to a 
Start or Menu button. However Official notice is taken that implementation of displaying a main 
menu in response to a Start or Menu button is well known in menu interfaces. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to implement a 
Start or Menu button to Wiggins et al for displaying the main menu in response to the activation 
of the Start or Menu button. Motivation of the implementation is for displaying or return to the 
main menu from different states of operation. 

- As for claims 41, 44, 47: The shape is a rectangle. 

- As for claims 42, 45, 48: It is inherently included that the main menu and its menu 
options are registered v^th the microprocessor such that it can be controlled by the processor. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 5,21 8,672 (Morgan et al). Morgan et al substantially disclose the claimed invention 
except displaying the menu in response to a Start or Menu button. See figure 9, numerical label 
123. 
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Art Umt: 21 73 

US 5,491,795 (Bomdet et al)- BeaiKtet €t al Kuk> et al substantially disclose tbe claimed 
invenKoif isi^pf dSipIayii^ the menu in FssfK^nse to a Start or M^u BuffonT Sie Egmi 4," 
numtarical label 46. 



Refuses to this lotion shmtM be mailed to: Commissioner of Patents and Tudeffiarks^ 
Washington^ D.C. 2023 L If applicant d^ir^ to &x a respom^, (703) 308*9051 may be med for 
foromi communications or (703) 308-^06 for infonnal or diafl commimications. NOTE: A 
Request for Conlinnation (Rule «) or 62) oumot km fiiKed. 

Pl^se label ^PROPCJSED" or ''DRAFT' tor informal f^simile communicalioa*;. For after 
final ^pons^ pl^ label ^AFTER FINAL** or ^^EXPEDITED PRtXTEDURE*^ on tiie 



Hmdrdeiivejtd i^sp^mes stould brought to Cry stal ?mk II, 2121 Crj srtel Dtivc, 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Huynh-Ba whose telephone number is (703) 305-9794. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8.00AM to 4.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Cabeca, can be reached on (703) 308-31 16. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that sensitive 
information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly signed express 
waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly set forth in the 
Interim Intemet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and Trademark on 
February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 



US 5,736,974 (Selker). figm^ US. 
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document 



Huynh-Ba 



